THE   RISING   STAR
giving to his favourite was such as might have turned a wiser head than Buckingham's. With his royal master doting upon him and inclining his ear to his counsels alone, it was becoming increasingly difficult for Buckingham to remember such sane advice as Bacon had just offered.
In the March of 1617 James decided that he would pay a visit to his native land, and began his progress northward with the spring, 'warming the country as he went with the glories of his court; taking such recreations by the way as best might beguile the days and make them shorter but lengthen the nights. There was hawking, hunting and horse racing by day, with feasting, masquing and dancing by night.'1 Naturally James was accompanied by Buckingham, whom he could scarcely bear out of his sight, and whose splendid accomplishments as a courtier would wile away many a weary hour for his royal master.
In Scotland Buckingham's winning manners captivated all hearts, and the new favourite was surprisingly popular, considering the fact that he had so recently displaced one of Scottish nationality. But few could resist him when he set out to be charming, and during this visit, we are told, che did carry himself with singular sweetness and temper'. Apparently, he was continually in the intimate company of James, for his letters to Bacon, who had not accompanied the court, reveal close knowledge of the King's personal well-being. On the eighteenth of April he wrote that cHis Majesty, though he were a little troubled with a little pain in his back, which hindered his hunting, is now, God be thanked, very well and as merry as ever he was'. Two months later, he reported from Edinburgh that 'His Majesty, God be thanked, is very well and safely returned from his hunting'. *
1 WILSON, Life and Reign of James /, p. 708. * NICHOLS, Progresses of James /, in, p. 255.
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